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Course Guide 
 

This guide is aimed to help you decide which course is for you. If after reading the guide 
you are still not sure,  then do please get in touch so that we can adv ise you. 
 
W e hav e b rok en the guide into sev eral sections – S ailing,  P owerb oating and S horeb ased. A ll 
theory courses are in the S horeb ased section,  regardless of the discipline they are aimed 
at. 
It is recommended that students hav e a current copy of the relev ant logb ook  in which to 
record their trips,  and to help focus their learning targets. These are av ailab le through 
W etstuff.In all cases,  the pre-course ex perience lsited in the log b ook s should b e regarded 
as a minimum. 
Those look ing to b uild up their sailing ex perience may wish to consider one of our C ruises. 
These range from 2  to 7  days. P lease call for more information. 
 
S ailing C ourses – L ogb ook  G 1 5  ( av ailab le from W etstuff)  
 
These course are all of 5  days duration,  usually from a S unday ev ening through to F riday 
afternoon. 
C ertificate 
N ame 

S uitab le F or P re-C ourse 
k nowledge 

R ecommendations A im of C ourse 
C ompetent 
C rew 

C omplete 
b eginners 

N one needed A sk  q uestions,  
don’t worry too 
much ab out 
understanding – 
this will come 
with practice. 
E nj oy it!  

To giv e you the 
sk ills needed to 
help crew a 
yacht 

D ay S k ipper Those with 
some 
ex perience who 
are aspiring 
sk ippers 

Y ou should hav e 
at least 1 0 0  
miles logged &  
hav e 
C ompetent 
C rew lev el 
k nowledge 

It is worth 
considering a 
shoreb ased 
course in adv ance 
to help you get 
more out of your 
D ay S k ipper. 

To introduce 
you to the sk ills 
needed to 
sk ipper a yacht 
in daylight 

C oastal S k ipper M ore 
ex perienced 
sailors who are 
look ing to sail 
further offshore 

Y ou should hav e 
practiced D ay 
S k ipper lev el 
theory &  feel 
reasonab ly 
comfortab le 
managing the 
deck  under way 

R ev ise your rules 
of the road &  nav  
b efore attending 
the course. It is 
worth considering 
a radio course &  
first aid to round 
off your sk ills. 

To b uild on the 
D ay S k ipper 
sk ills enab ling 
you to 
undertale 
longer passages 
with 
confidence. 

M C A  E x am P rep Those look ing 
to undertak e 
the M C A  C oastal 
S k ipper or 
Y achtmaster 
E x am 

D ependant on 
the ex am either 
4 0 0  miles 
logged ( plus 
C oastal S k ipper 
C ourse)  of 
2 , 5 0 0  miles,  
plus other 
req uirements 
detailed in G 1 5  

Y ou should hav e a 
good grasp of nav  
techniq ues,  rules 
of the road and 
b oat handling 

To familiarise 
yourself with 
the ex am v essel 
&  format,  
tweak ing your 
sk ills to get rid 
of any b ad 
hab its. 

 



P owerb oat C ourses – logb ook  G 2 0  ( av ailab le from W etstuff)  
 
C ertificate 
N ame 

S uitab le F or P re-C ourse 
k nowledge 

D uration A im of C ourse 
L ev el 1  B eginners look ing to 

go out with friends 
N one 1  day To giv e you the sk ills to b e 

ab le to driv e a sportsb oat or 
R IB  

L ev el 2  Those with little or 
no ex perience 
look ing to tak e 
their own b oat out 

N one 2  days To giv e you the sk ills needed 
to plan short passages and 
tak e friends out on your own 
b oat. 

 
 
S horeb ased C ourses – use the logb ook  appropriate to you. 
 
C ertificate 
N ame 

S uitab le F or P re-C ourse 
k nowledge 

D uration A im of C ourse 
S hort R ange 
C ertificate 

N eeded b y at 
least 1  person 
on b oard to 
legally use 
marine V H F  

N one 1  day To encourage correct radio 
procedure,  &  to giv e you an 
ov erv iew of G M D S S  

R Y A  R adar 
C ourse 

A nyone look ing 
to find out more 
ab out using a 
modern radar 

N one 1  day To show you how to set up &  
operate a radar &  to ex plain 
its limitations. 

B asic E lectronic 
C harting C ourse 

Those wishing 
to ex plore the 
use of software 
&  hardware 
chartplotters 

N one 1  day L ook  at how modern 
electronics can b e used to 
speed up planning,  
differences b etween v ector 
&  raster charts,  &  b asic use 
of G P S  

2  D ay B asic 
N av igation 
C ourse 

Those wishing 
to learn the 
b asic nav  sk ills 
needed to k eep 
you safe at sea 

N one 2  days This course is suitab le for 
those wanting to dev elop 
the b asic nav  sk ills used b y 
all sk ippers.A  useful pre-
cursor for those going on to 
do D ay S k ipper or P owerb oat 
L ev el 2 . 

C ompetent 
C rew /  D ay 
S k ipper Theory 

B eginners,  
though it is 
adv ised that you 
hav e b een 
afloat b efore 

N one 5  days To giv e you a b asic 
understanding of safety 
issues afloat,  passage 
planning,  nav igation &  rules 
of the road. U seful for those 
look ing to do either D ay 
S k ipper or P owerb oat L ev el 
2  courses. 

C oastal S k ipper 
/  Y achtmaster 
Theory 

Those who 
already hav e 
some theory 
k nowledge,  who 
are look ing to 
reinforce and 
dev elop their 
sk ills. 

Y ou should 
hav e a 
b asic 
k nowledge 
of nav  
sk ills &  
rules of 
the road 

5  days This course dev elops the 
sk ills taught on the B asic 
N av igation and D ay S k ipper 
Theory courses,  look ing at 
more complex  &  longer 
passages 

 


